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§15.3

IIM account or otherwise supervised by
the Secretary.

Trust property means real or personal
property, or an interest therein, the
title to which is held in trust by the
United States for the benefit of an indi-
vidual Indian or tribe.

We or us means the Secretary, an au-
thorized representative of the Sec-
retary, or the authorized employee or
representative of a tribe performing
probate functions under a contract or
compact approved by the Secretary.

Will means a written testamentary
document that was executed by the de-
cedent and attested to by two disin-
terested adult witnesses, and that
states who will receive the decedent’s
trust or restricted property.

You or I means an interested party,
as defined herein, with an interest in
the decedent’s estate unless the con-
text requires otherwise.

[73 FR 67278, Nov. 13, 2008, as amended at 76
FR 7505, Feb. 10, 2011]

§15.3 Who can make a will disposing
of trust or restricted land or trust
personalty?

Any person 18 years of age or over
and of testamentary capacity, who has
any right, title, or interest in trust or
restricted land or trust personalty,
may dispose of trust or restricted land
or trust personalty by will.

§15.4 What are the requirements for a
valid will?

You must meet the requirements of
§15.3, date and execute your will, in
writing and have it attested by two dis-
interested adult witnesses.

§15.5 May I revoke my will?

Yes. You may revoke your will at
any time. You may revoke your will by
any means authorized by tribal or Fed-
eral law, including executing a subse-
quent will or other writing with the
same formalities as are required for
execution of a will.

§15.6 May my will be deemed revoked
by operation of the law of any
State?

No. A will that is subject to the regu-
lations of this subpart will not be
deemed to be revoked by operation of
the law of any State.
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§15.7 What is a self-proved will?

A self-proved will is a will with at-
tached affidavits, signed by the tes-
tator and the witnesses before an offi-
cer authorized to administer oaths,
certifying that they complied with the
requirements of execution of the will.

§15.8 May I make my will, codicil, or
revocation self-proved?

Yes. A will, codicil, or revocation
may be made self-proved as provided in
this section.

(a) A will, codicil, or revocation may
be made self-proved by the testator and
attesting witnesses at the time of its
execution.

(b) The testator and the attesting
witnesses must sign the required affi-
davits before an officer authorized to
administer oaths, and the affidavits
must be attached to the will, codicil, or
revocation.

§15.9 What information must be in-
cluded in an affidavit for a self-
proved will, codicil, or revocation?

(a) A testator’s affidavit must con-
tain substantially the following con-
tent:

Tribe of or

State of

County of

1, , swear or affirm under penalty of
perjury that, on the day of ) s
20  , I requested and to act

as witnesses to my will; that I declared to
them that the document was my last will;
that I signed the will in the presence of both
witnesses; that they signed the will as wit-
nesses in my presence and in the presence of
each other; that the will was read and ex-
plained to me (or read by me), after being
prepared and before I signed it, and it clearly
and accurately expresses my wishes; and
that I willingly made and executed the will
as my free and voluntary act for the pur-
poses expressed in the will.

Testator

(b) Each attesting witness’s affidavit must
contain substantially the following content:

We, and , swear or affirm
under penalty of perjury that on the day
of , 20 s of the State of

, published and declared the attached
document to be his/her last will, signed the
will in the presence of both of us, and re-
quested both of us to sign the will as wit-
nesses; that we, in compliance with his/her
request, signed the will as witnesses in his/
her presence and in the presence of each
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